


J/;., '^ty/'CI'^%"ofei/ (Mr,,.



*»





REPERTORY
OF THE

Mtmh k (Inifenrps
OF THE

BOROUGH OF COLCHESTER,

18 6 5.

BY HENRY HARROD, F.S.A.

PRIKTED AT THE "ESSEX AND WEST SUFFOLK GAZETTE" OFFICE, HIGH STREET.





In the year 1865 the Records of this Borough were placed and

arranged in the New Record Room at the Castle, and this Repertory made,

in the Mayoralty of John Fitzsimmons Bishop, Esquire, under the direction

of a Record Committee, appointed by the Town Council, namely. Alderman

Edward Williams, M.D., and Councillor John Bawteee Harvey, Esquires,

by Henry Haeeod, F.S.A., of 4, Victoria Street, Westminster,

SAYERS TURNER, Town Clerk.
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I. THE CHARTERS.

Edward III. Inspecting and confirming Charters of Edward

IL, Henry III., and Richard I. Dated at Westminster 8tli

Jiily, in the 36th year of his reign 1364

Capital Letter " E." never finished. Portion of the Seal of Green Wax remains.

Richard II. Inspecting and confirming the preceding Charters.

Dated at Westminster the 27th January, in the first year of

his reign , 1377-8

Capital Letter " R." gUt, but illumination poor. Seal gone.

Henry IV. Inspecting and confirming previous Charters. Dated

at Westminster in the first year of his reign 1399-1-100

Letter " H." left blank for the Uluminator. Portion of a Green Wax Seal remaining.

Henry V. Inspecting and confirming previous Charters, and

more clearly defining the right of the Town as to cognizance

of Pleas. Dated at Westminster the 7th July, in the first

year of his reign 1413

Capital Letter H. beautifully illuminated. St. Helena stands in the centre, a label

about her inscribed on the left side of the figure " ^ta lElcna fut't til (folcslu'a,"

and on the right side " lEUnai^lat: Constanttnt fuit Sc ^ cam CTiutcm infacni't."

A small figure of Constantino, above to the right, places his right hand on the horizontal

beam of a great Cross which stands upright by the left side of St. Helena. Seal

destroyed.

In a
Tin Box
marked

" Charters."

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.



THE CRARTERS—continued.

10

11

Henry VII. Inspecting and confirming a Charter of the first

Edward IV., and those of Edward III. and II., and Richard I.

Dated at Westminster the 28th November, in the third year

of his reign 1488

Seal in fragments in a Canvass Bag.

Henry VIII. " Inspeximus." Dated Westminster the 11th of

May, in the second year of his reign 1511

Seal gone.

Elizabeth. " Inspeximiis." Dated Westminster 20th February,

in the first year of her reign 1559

Tte Initial Letter has an outline portrait of the Queen—a most lugubrious figure

.

Seal gone.

Charles I. "Inspeximus." Dated Westminster, the 18th June,

in the 5th year of his reign 1630

Seal gone.

Charles I. New Charter, substituting a Mayor for the Baihffs,

and altogether reforming the Constitution of the Corporation.

Dated at Can'bury the 9th July, in the 11th year of his

reign 1635

Seal gone. Initial Letter has a portrait of Charles, shaded with lead pencil—a very

poor performance.

Charles II. Reducing the number of the Council fixed in a

previous Charter of 1663 (now lost), and prescribing Tests

and Oaths. Dated at Westminster the 8th November, in his

36th year (his " second Charter") 1684

Engraved Portrait on the first of five Skins of Parchment. Seal gone.

James II. New Charter, still further reducing the number of

Aldermen and Council, but abolishing the tests and qualifi-

cations of the previous Charter. Dated 15th September, in

the 4th year of his reign 1688

Engraved Portrait in first Letter. Four Skins of Parchment. Seal gone.

In the
Charter
Box.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.



THE CHAUTEUS—continued.

12 William and Mary. A new Charter, reciting the first Charter

of Charles 11. (1663), and confirming it, adding a Tuesday

Market, and a Fair in July called the " New Fair." Dated

at Westminster 27th July, in the 5th year of their reign, 1693

13 George III. New Charter, almost verbatim the same as the

last one. Dated Westminster, the 9th September, in the

3rd year of his reign 1763

14 George III. New Charter of Incorporation. Dated at West-

minster in the 58th year of his reign, 20th February... 1818

Transcripts of all the early Charters, made by the indefatigable Mr. Benjamin Strutt,

will be found in a thin volume in the Record Eoom, labelled " Cartas Colcestriae."

15 Appointment of Justices of the Peace for the Borough. 1st

December, 1837.

In the
Charter
Box.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

As to the Grammar School.

16 Elizabeth. Foundation Charter. Dated 6th July, in the 26th

year of her reign 1584

Ditto.



11. DEEDS AND WHITINGS.

Grant by King Edward VI. (in consideration of £284. 5s.) to

the Corporation of Messuages, Lands, and Tenements, late

belonging to Haynes' and Barwicks' Chantries, in St. Peter's,

Colchester, 14th November, 4th year, 1551.

May 27th. 16th Charles I.

John Sayers, of Aldham, Esquire, to James Abrathat, of

Colchester, Merchant, of Chesterwell Wood, in Milend.

In the
Charter
Box.

Ditto.

A note endorsed on the Deed states—" This Deed shows the Boundary of the Town

Jurisdiction, as the Northern limits by the Old Peramb\ilations are the Black Brook, in

Chesterwell, and this "Wood being Chesterwell Wood, shows that the Well is near."

April 18th, 1684. The Mayor, &c., to William Sadler. Mort-

gage of the " Three Crowns," in St. Mary-in-the-WaU, for «£200,

at <£ 1 per cent.

December 1 5th, 1 692. The Mayor, &c., to Mr. Robert Parradine.

^lortgage of the Dutch Bay Hall, in St. Peter's, to seciu-e sums

advanced by him to the Town in his Office of Chamberlain.

September 8th, 1712. Robert Clark, of Stratford, Suffolk,

Gentleman, assigning to John Cumberland, of Norwich, Grocer, a

term of 1,000 years in the Severalls Estate, Brinckeley Farm,

and Tubbeswick, granted by the Corporation of Colchester on

the 1st February, 1706, to the said Robert Clerk for securing

£1,060 and interest.

A Bundle of Papers, Letters, &c., relating to the Severalls

Estate, and to the Ejectments there in 1750-6, with a Book dated

December, 1756, containing Acknowledgments of all the Milend

Tenants who had encroached on the Waste.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.



DEEDS AND WlilTmGS—eoniinued.

Fishery, 17th August, 1 700. The Mayor, &c., to John Potter,

Woollen Draper, and Ralph Creffield, Woollen Draper. Demise
of Fishery in Colne Water from North Bridge to West Ness for

21 years, from the Annunciation last past, at a yearly rent of one
shilling, with full power to grant leases or licences to others to

dredge there.

Same date, same parties. Covenant by the Corporation to

hold Courts of Admiralty for the protection of Lessees when
required by them, and to produce Charters, &c.

Exemplification of the Verdict in Potter and Creffield, versus

Audley and others, as to ,the Fishery. Verdict for Plaintiffs.

1703.

In the
Charter
Box.

Ditto.

Ditto.

10

11

12

13

14

15

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

August 2nd, 1718. The Mayor, &c., to Sir Ralph Creffield, Ditto.

Knight, and John Potter, Gentleman. Demise of the Fishery (as

before) for fifteen years, from the Annunciation in 1721, at one

shilling rent.

Coimterpart executed by the Lessees.

Same date, same parties. Covenant as to Admiralty Courts
and production of Charters, as before.

November 16th, 1718. Covenant and Agreement between the

Lessees and the Dredgers. The Lessees to grant Licences, at

ten shillings a dredge, to the Dredgers of eight parishes and the

town of Colchester only. The Dredgers to comply with certain

regulations as to size of boat, number of men, time of taking out

licences, &c.

March 4th, 1730. John Colt, Citizen and Draper, of London, to Ditto.

the Mayor, &c., of Colchester. Assignment of Potter's moiety of

the above Lease by Colt, the Assignee in Bankruptcy of his

Estate, to the said Mayor, &c., in consideration of £10. 10s.

March 26th, 1731. Sir Ralph Creffield to the Mayor, &c. Ditto.

Assignment of the other moiety for the like sum.
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COUET 'ROLLS—continued.

Begnal Year.

11 and 12

15 and 16

16 and 17

19 and 20

22 and 23

2

5

6

7

8

11

13

2

5

7

Beign.

ElCHABD n.

3

4

5

6

7

1 and

4 and

6 and

7 and

1 and

2 and

and

and

and

and

and

8 and

10 and 11

11 and 12

13 and 14

14 and 15

15 and 16

16 and 17

17 and 18

18 and 19

21 and 22

22 and 23

23 and 24

25 and 26

26 and 27

27 and 28

30 and 31

31 and 32

34 and 35

35 and 36

36 and 37

37 and 38

Hi rv.

Henht V.

Hekrt VI.

Year of our Lord.

1387 and 1388

1391 and 1392

1392 and 1393

1395 and 1396

1398 and 1399

1400 and 1401

1403 and 1404

1404 and 1405

1405 and 1406

1406 and 1407

1409 and 1410

1411 and 1412

1413 and 1414

1416 and 1417

1418 and 1419

1419 and 1420

1423 and 1424

1424 and 1425

1425 and 1426

1426 and 1427

1427 and 1428

1428 and 1429

1429 and 1430

1430 and 1431

1432 and 1433

1433 and 1434

1435 and 1436

1436 and 1437

1437 and 1438

1438 and 1439

1439 and 1440

1440 and 1441

1442 and 1443

1443 and 1444

1444 and 1445

1447 and 1448

1448 and 1449

1449 and 1450

1452 and 1453

1453 and 1454

1456 and 1457

1457 and 1458

1458 and 1459

1459 and 1460

Calendar page

Page.

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

»>

44

5»

45

46

47

»

48

»

49

50

51

Deposited
Shelf.

A.a.

A.b.

B.a.



COURT UOLLS—continued.

Begnal Year.

38 and 39

39 and 1

3 and 4

6 and 7

10 and 11

13 and 14

16 and 17

17 and 18

20 and 21

21 and 22

1 and 2

2 and 3

Reign.

HliNRT VI.

Edwakd IV.

Richard III.

Year of our Lord.

1460 and 1461

1461 and 1462

1463 and 1464

1466 and 1467

1470 and 1471

1473 and 1174

1476 and 1477

1477 and 1478

1480 and 1481

1481 and 1482

1483 and 1484

1484 and 1485

Calendar page

Not a single Roll of Henry VII. remains. Some particulars of
the contents may be found in the " Oath Book " and in the
" Paper Books," for some years, in a case.

1 and
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COURT nOLLB—conUnued. 11

Regnal Year.

30 and 31

31 and 32

32 and 33

33 and 34

34 and 35

35 and 36

36 and 37

37 and 38

38 and 39

39 and 40

40 and 41

41 and 42

42 and 43

43 and 44

44 and 1

2 and

3 and

4 and

5 and

6 and

7 and

9 and 10

11 and 12

12 and 13

13 and 14

14 and 15

15 and 16

16 and 17

17 and 18

18 and 19

19 and 20

20 and 21

21 and 22

22 and 1

1 and 2

Reign,

Elizabeth.

3

4

5

6

7

8

James I.

Charles I.

Year of our Lord.

1588 and 1589

1589 and 1590

1590 and 1591

1591 and 1592

1592 and 1593

1593 and 1594

1594 and 1595

1595 and 1596

1596 and 1597

1597 and 1598

1598 and 1599

1599 and 1600

1600 and 1601

1601 and 1602

1602 and 1603

1604 and 1605

1605 and 1606

1606 and 1607

1607 and 1608

1608 and 1609

1609 and 1610

1611 and 1612

1613 and 1614

1614 and 1615

1615 and 1616

1616 and 1617

1617 and 1618

1618 and 1619

1619 and 1620

1620 and 1621

1621 and 1622

1622 and 1623

1523 and 1624

1624 and 1625

1625 and 1626

Calendar page

Page.

78

79

80

1»

81

82

)»

83

f*

5»

)l

84

85

99

86

99

99

»>

87

99

88

Deposited
Shelf.

C.a.

Every other Roll of Charles I., of the Commonwealth, an I of

the first eight years of Charles II., are lost. When they again

commence they are very irregular—sometimes only the Enrol-

ments, sometimes a few Pleadings, occasionally the original

Paper Pleadings (limidreds of small scraps of paper), are

squeezed up in a single Roll of Parchment and made to do duty

as a " Court Roll."
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COUET nOLLS—continued. 13

1

la

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Eegnal Year. E«ign. Tear of our Lord.

11 and 12 Anne 1712 and 1713 Deeds enrolled

12 and 1 Geoege I. 1713 and 1714

1 and 2 „ 1714 and 1715

2 and 3 „ 1715 and 1716

3 and 4 „ 1716 and 1717

4 and 5 „ 1717 and 1718 „

5 and 6 „ 1718 and 1719 „

6 and 7 „ 1719 and 1720

7 and 8 „ 1720 and 1721 Deeds enrolled and Pleas

8 and 9 „ 1721 and 1722 Deeds enrolled

9 and 10 „ 1722 and 1723 „

12 and 13 „ 1725 and 1726

13 and 1 George II. 1726 and 1727

IOGeokgeI. to 1 George II. 1723 and 1727

2 to 8 George II. 1728 and 1734 „
8 and 9 „ 1734 and 1735

I'i and 16 „ 1740 and 1741

Deeds enrolled 1764 to 1787

1787 to 1797

Recoveries enrolled ....... 1765 to 1777

„ 1783 to 1824

1801 to 1809

Action Entries on Stamps . . 1716 to 1722 Law Hundred & Foreign Court

1722 to 1728 „
Action Entries and Recog-

nizance 1717 to 1725 „
Foreign Court Rolls 1760 to 1818

Fragments of Lett Presentments, mostly undated.

Affidavits, &c 1750 to 1800 Foreign Court

Pleas in 1662 in a Parchment Roll.

Cuiious Collection of Precedents, iemp. Henry VIII.

Ejectment Proceedings in 1718. Thomas Troublesome v. John Makeplaint,

instead of Doe and Roe.

EoUs.

14

16

2

11

23

20

20

12

22

12

16

15

4

13

3

10

12

Deposited
Shelf.

D.a.

D.b.

D.d.

D.b.

D.d.
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lY. SESSIONS EOLLS.

Shelf.

1-2 Sessions and Gaol Delivery Rolls of the following years of A.c.

Elizabeth (in two parcels) :

—

18 and 19 Elizabeth.

19 and 20

25 and 26 „ Two women convicted of "Witchcraft, imprisoned,

and to stand in Pillory.

26 and 27

27 and 28 „

30 and 31

35 and 36 „

37 and 38

40 and 11 „ Three men hanged.

42 and 43 „ Two men hanged at the Trinity Sessions, and two

women and one man in October.

3-4 Sessions and Gaol Deliverj'^ Rolls of the following years of A.c.

James I. (in two parcels) :

—

3 and 4



SESSIONS ROLLS—continued. 15

Sessions and Gaol Delivery Rolls of Charles I. (in one parcel).

Shelf.

A.c.

7



16
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COEPORATION ACCOUNTS—co«<m«erf. 19

20 and 21 Charles II. 1668 to 1669

30 and 31 „ 1678 to 1679

32 and 33 „ 1680 to 1681

33 and 34 „ 1681 to 1682

35 and 36 „ 1683 to 1684

4 James II. & I William & Mary 1688 to 1689 Ezekiel Sherman.

8 and 9 William III. 1696 to 1697 WiUiam Francis.

10 and 11 „ 1698 to 1699

4 and 5 George I. 1717 to 1718

6 and 7 „ 1719 to 1720

11 and 12 „ 1724 to 1725

5 and 6 George III. 1765 to 1772

William Cater.

John Stileman.

John Potter.

Henry Lamb.

Jacob Johnson.

George Gray.

George Gray.

George Gray.

John Fiske.

ShcU.

K.

a.2. Chamberlains' Accounts for 1834 marked B, and 1835

marked A.
C.d.

b.l. Chamberlains' Bills and Vouchers for the years 1579, 1580, C.c.

1584, 1602, 1607, 1609 (most of them in a bad condition).

b.2. Chamberlains' Bills and Vouchers for the years 1610, 1617,

1619, 1622, 1624, 1627, 1629.

b.3. Chamberlains' Bills and Vouchers for the years 1637, 1642,

1645, 1663, 1698, 1704, 1706.

b.4. Chamberlains' Bills and Vouchei'S for the years 1708, 1719,

1720, 1728, 1729, 1730, 1733, 1734, 1735, 1736,^ 1739.

b.5. Chamberlains' Bills and Vouchers for the years 1777 to 1781,

and from 1798 to 1807.

b.6. Chamberlains' Bills and Vouchers from 1807 to 1819.

b.7. Chamberlains' Bills and Vouchers from 1826 to 1834.

c.l. Seijeants' Petitions, being Extracts of the Amerciaments from C.d.

the Leet and Court Rolls for collection by the Serjeants, with

Memorandum of receipt by the Chamberlain at the end of each.

Some of these Petitions are evidently the work of the Seijeants

themselves, but others are the work of more experienced scribes,
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CORPORATION ACCOUNTS—co«i(/(Merf. 21

>)

Houses burnt, the owners and occupiers of which are relieved.

1648.

4. Foreigners' Compositions for Liberty of Trade from 1637

to 1667.

Borough Treasurers' Accounts.

Printed statements from 1843 to 1850.

Mortgagees' Accounts.

Account of William Bernard, Esq., 1766 to 1767.

1767 to 1768.

1768 to 1769.

1769 to 1770.

1770 to 1771.

Account of James Bernard, Esq., 1773 to 1774.

„ „ 1774 to 1775.

„ „ 1775 to 1776.

71

11

11

11

11

1. Treasurers' Bills and Vouchers 1839 and 1840.

2. Ditto ditto 1841 to 1843.

3. Ditto ditto 1844 and 1845.

4. Ditto ditto 1845 and 1846.

Borough Rate Account, 1838 and 1839.

Account of the Guild of St. Helen's, by the Masters, in 20th

Henry Vl.

C.d.

C.d.

C.c.

11

11

C.d.

C.d.
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VI. BUEGESS EOLLS.

VII. OATHS AND DECLAEATIONS.

Shelf.

BixrgessRoU on Stamps, 1716 to 1724. After the latter date D.b.

the Register of Admissions was kept in Books. (See Division V.,

Books.)

1. Oaths and Declarations against the Solemn League and D.b.

Covenant on Election of Aldermen in 1683 and 1687.

2. Qualification of Members under the New Charter in 1763. D.b.
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II. COURT BOOKS.

Law Hundred, or Monday Coiu't Book of 6th, 9th, 13th, 14th,

and 15th Henry VII.

Only part of a volume, and in a bad condition, but of value, as

the Court Rolls of Henry VII. are all lost. These fragments are

now placed in a case labelled " Monday Court, Henry VII."

la. I\Ionday Court Book from 1539 to 1547.

This also contains the Minutes of the Thursday Court for the

same time.

Monday Court Book from 1565 to 1571.

This, likewise, contains the Thursday Court Minutes, which,

after this time, are kept separately.

Monday Court Book from 1571 to 1575.

This volume is not paged, but contains

—

1. The Monday Court Minutes.

2. Assembly Minutes, 1573 to 1576.

3. A List of Refugees in 1573.

4. Contiibutions for Relief of the Poor.

5. A Town Rental (about 1576).

Monday Court Book from 1575 to 1586.

Ditto

6 Ditto

7 Ditto

8 Ditto

9 Ditto „ 1614 to 1620. Lost.

10 Ditto

11 Ditto

12 Ditto

13 Ditto

14 Ditto

Shelf.

A.

II





26 COURT BOOXB—continued.

10. A Commission for Musters. 18tli April, 22nd Elizabeth.

11. A general direction for Commissioners for tlie Musters in

the Town of Colchester.

12. Instructions, " by command," given by the Privy Council

to Commissioners for Musters in Essex. (20 pages.)

13. Letter from the Privy Council on Musters. Westminster,

18th March (no date of year).

14. Letter to the Bailiffs of Colchester by the Commissioners,

with a hst of those charged with the provision of Lances and

Light Horse.

15. 1580. The humble sute of the Baihffs and Aldermen to

be relieved therefrom.

16. Letter from Commissioners in support of such Petition.

February, 1580.

17. "Warning to Light Horse to Muster at Chelmsford on

Friday, the 20th September. (This must be 1582.)

18. Instructions and Orders by the Privy Council as to the

Light Horse. 1st March, 20th EHzabeth.

19. Butchers' Recognizances in £20 against killing meat in

Lent, and other prohibited times. 23rd Elizabeth.

20. Letter from the Privy Council urging the more strict

observance of Fasts.

21. Orders thereupon. (3 pages of them.)

22. A Permit by the Bailiffs to a sick person to eat flesh in

Lent.

23. Six other Permits.

24. Letter from Privy Council on same subject. 1586.

25. 1576. Jury for the Scrutiny of the Market and Port, and

Letters from Privy Council.

26. Order of Justices thereon.

27. The names of the Badgers, Loders, Carriers, Buyers, and

Sellers of Corn and Grain.

28. Jury named in each year from the 20th to the 28th

EUzabeth to enquire concerning transport of Com and Grain, and

in the Market of Colchester.

Shelf.
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SESSIONS BOOKS—cantinued.

9

10

11

12

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

1

2

Sessions Book from 1768 to 1777.

Ditto „ 1777 to 1787.

Ditto „ 1787 to 1798.

Ditto „ 1798 to 1812.

Sessions Minute Book from 1734 to 1737.

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Alehouse Keepers' Recognizances, 1647 to 1672.

Ditto 1765 to 1819.

„ 1737 to 1741
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ly. COEPOEATION ACCOUNTS.

SheU.

1 Town Rental 1829. I-

2 Ditto 1836-1837.

V

V. BURGESS BOOKS.

1?

3 Severalls Estate Account 1837 to 18-47. „

Corporation General Account, 1837 to 1847.

5 Chamberlain's Accounts from 1818 to 1827.

6 Ditto (a Duplicate) „ „ „ v

7 Ditto „ 1827 to 1833. ?i

8 Treasurer's Accounts jfrom 1833 to 1836. »

9 Ditto „ 1836 to 1837.

10 Ditto „ 1838 to 1843.

10* Ditto (Duplicate) „ „ „

11 Ditto „ 1844 to 1847.

12 Ditto „ 1847.

13 Borough Rate Book „ 1839 to 1847.

14 Order Book „ 1861 to 1864.

1 Index of Free Burgesses and Scrutiny, 1705. D.c

2 Admission of Freemen on Stamps, 1727.

Action Entries on Stamps at the other end of the book—see

Court Books.

3 Burgess RoU, Vol. I., 1841 to 1849. „

4 Ditto Vol. IL, 1849 to 1857.

5 Ditto Vol. III., 1857 to 1862.



YI. OATHS, ORDINANCES, AND
DECLAEATION BOOKS.

33

I. yiljcr lurameittontm, or
*'

^iitlj ^ooh,"

Referred to in the Court Rolls as the " Red Parchment Book."

Oaths, Constitutions, and Ordinances, and Extracts from a

variety of documents affecting the Borough Liberties, were, from

early in Richard the Second's time, entered into it. Upwards of

two hundred pages of the body of the Book are occupied with

Notes of Burgesses' admissions, Testaments, and Deeds from the

Court Rolls, many of which (particularly those of Henry VII.) are

not now in existence. Its contents are

—

The folios are numbered
several ways, and begin
afresh three or four times
over in the course of the
Book.

1. Oaths of the Law Himdred Courts.

2. Articles of Enquiry of Leet Inquest.

3. Bounds of Liberty 6th Edward I., Receipts of Fifteenth

and Tenth tempore Henry V., and Elizabeth from the Exchequer

Records.

4. Kalendar of Contents temp. Henry VIII.

A. to D. Customs of the Port.

E (dorse). Jingling Rhymes on the Law Terms.

Those who are not pledgeable and those who are.

F. Explanations of words—Sok, Sak, &c.

G. Divers Allowances of the King's Ferm.

Dorse. Charter of Henry IV. to St. Helen's Guild.

^^I I
fo. 1. Kings of England to death of Edward HI.

Dorse. Since the Conquest continued in later hands to

Charles I.

3. Of Colchester and Coele, and St. Helen, daughter of Coel.

4. Proclamation in Colne Water. 5th Richard II,

Letters Patent concerning the Admiral of Essex, Writ and

Statutes. 1 5 Richard II., and 2 Henry IV.

Shelf.

D.c.



34 OATHS, ORDINAlSrCES, &c., BOOTLfi—continued.

5. New Constitutions of the Town after 18 Richard IL, printed D.c.

by Mr. Benjamin Strutt in pamphlet.

7. The election day. (Also printed by Strutt, p. 26.)

8. Oaths of Bailiffs, Clerk, Farmer, Eeceiver, Serjeants,

Burgesses, and Councillors.

9 dorse. Constitutions of the Town. Henry IV. (Also printed

by Strutt, p. 30.)

10 dorse. Oaths of Bailiffs, Aldermen, Auditors, Chamberlain,

Burgesses, Justices of the Peace, Constables (later than the

previous ones).

22^ } 12. Burgesses admitted. Testaments, Deeds enrolled,

and Grants fi-om 1 Edward III. to 5th Elizabeth. Paged 1 to

226.

227. Extracts from the Memoranda Rolls of the Exchequer,

27th and 28th Elizabeth, as to the Burgh Liberties.

Ixiij (63). New Ordinances for the Town. 25 Henry VI.

Ixxv (75). Writ for the Liberty of the Town (Toll tmjustly

taken in London of Colchester Burgesses). 7th Henry IV.

Ixxvi (76). Composition between Corporation and Abbot and

Convent of St. John. 12th Edward III.

Ixxvij (77). Charter of Henry III. de-aflforesting Essex.

Statutes, 12th Richard IL, Cambridge, and 17th.

iiij^'^ij (82). Writ to the Coroner of London for Liberties of

Colchester.

iiij^iij. (83). Charter of John of Colchester, 15th Edward

IL, of Lands and Rents pertaining to St. Helen's Chapel, in

Maydynburgh, in parish of St. Nicholas.

iiij^iiij (84). Presentation by Bailiffs of a Chaplain on the

death of William Bishop, Chaplain to the New Chantry of St.

Helen. 7th Henry IV.

Another letter of Presentation by Bailiffs.

Deed of gift of rents for repair of East Bridge. 8th

Edward III.

iiij-'^'^vj. .Rental of Town. 11th Richard II. Northward 86,

Southward 89, Eastward 93, Headward 97.

xcix (99). Allowance of the Town Liberties from Rolls of

King's Courts tempore Richard IL
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Shelf.

Not
Paged.

Fresh
paging.

cij (102). Pleas in Injuries to Town Liberties. D.c.

Remedies thereon.

ciiij (101). Writs of Dower. 11th Richard II.

Articles of the Law Hundred (in Latin, of which those at the

beginning of the Book are a translation into the " Materna

lingua.")

cv (105). Tolls of the Millers.

Allowance of Liberties of Burgesses.

Rental of North Ward, tempore Elizabeth.

Ordnance proved 15th November, 1642, for Colchester.

Burgesses admitted 1728. 1698 to 1731.

Oaths of Allegiance, Supremacy, and Abjuration (modern).

} 27 to 33. Town Clerks, Coroners, Mayors, Justices,

Headmans, Electors, Chamberlains, Serjeants, and Free Burgesses'

Oaths.

34. Admissions from 1729.

39. Oaths of Assistants and Common Council (modern).

40. Oaths of Headmen of Serjeants' Elections, and Recorder.

42. Admissions, 1691.

43. Oaths of Leather Sealer, Treasurer of the Wards (modem).

45. Admissions, 1721. 50. Admissions, 1695. 52. Ad-

missions, 1692. 54. Admissions, 1700.

"^"palLg"*! 29. Oath of Bailiff and Assistant Dutch Bay Hall,

and of Warden of Weavers.

30. Oath of Porters at New Hythe.

32. Oath of Wardens of the Bakers and Butchers.

Oath of Landickers (Surveyors).

Oath of Searchers and Sealers of Leather.

34. Oath of Tryers of Leather, by Act 1st James I.

Oath of Headmen of Election of Justices of Peace.

Oath of Headmen of Election of Serjeants.

Oath of Measurer of Bays and High Sealers of Bay Hall.

38. Oath of Hall Keeper and Book Keeper of Rawhall and

Whitehall, and his Assistant.

38. Oath of Printers in the Loombe.

39. Oath of Ordinary and Chief Measurer of Bays, and Prover

of Bays.
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40. Oath of Bailiffs and Assistant.

Oath of Searchers of Dyers.

Oath of Hall Keeper's Assistant for Stamping.

41. Oath of the Rawhallers and their supplies.

Oath of the "Whitehallers and their supplies.

42. Oath of the Measurers of Coals and other things at the

New Hythe.

43. Orders concerning the Plague. 1665.

44. Oath for the Searchers of the Plague and of the Bearers.

" 10th August, 1665, two bearers appointed at 10s. a week each,

and 2s. for eveiy body bimed."

45. Perambulation of 1563.

46. Oath of the Serjeants.

47. Oath of the Town Clerk.

48 to 51. Acquittances for £8 granted out of the Fee Farm to

Lord Viscount Colchester.

52. Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance.

53 and 54. Oath of Coroner and Mayor.

55. Oaths of Recorder and Justice of Peace.

Oaths of Aldermen, Chamberlain, Attornies.56.

58.

59.

Oaths of Assistants and Constables.

Oaths of Free Burgesses.

These last are all quite recent.

II. f Ijc |lcb f apcr fm\\,

A Collection of Oaths, Ordinances, Copies, and Extracts of

Charters and other documents relating to the Borough.

It was in so hopeless a state of decay that it was judged better

at once to remove it from its oaken board covers and place the

leaves separately in a guarded book, shut in a case labelled with

the name of the volume. Much of it is destroyed, but what now

remains would have perished in a few years had it been left as it

was found.

" Here begins the Kalendar of all things contained in this

Book."

1. Of the New Constitutions of the Town (lost.)

3. Of the Manner of Election.

Shelf.

D.c.

H.
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Shelf.

Of the New Barge made [for the King], H,

Of the Oath of Bailiffs and Clerk.

4. Of the Oath of Farmer, Receivers, and Serjeants.

Of the Wool Market in Hall Cellar.

5. Of the Tenth granted to the King.

Of the places demised to John Glovere and to John Seburgh.

Of the Fairs of St. John Baptist and Magdalen.

6. Of a certain place of Geoffrey Dawe.

Of the making a Gate and Sollar opposite Hall.

7. Of the Perambulation of the Liberties.

8. Of the Colehawe [yard] of Geoffrey Dawe.

Of the acquisition of Saltmeadow.

[Proof by Duel, omitted in Index].

9. That Baihflfs ought not to sell ale or wine.

That Serjeants do not elect Beadles.

The Bailiffs' Oath.

10. Four Serjeants ordained.

Perambulation of the Town.

11. Compositions between the Abbey and Town.

170. Proclamation made in Colne Water.

223. Proclamation for sale of Wine.

238. Composition between town and Sir John Sutton.

Writ for Forest.

AVrit for Admiral, by James Le

Writ for Justices of Peace.

239. Another for Admiral.

Tenths of the Town.

478. Moiety of Tenth granted to the King.

New Purchases of the Abbey.

New Purchases of the Prior of St. Botolph's.

Agreement between the Town and Abbey.

Commission for a Tenth.

The Town Bakers

A certain claim of John Aylwyn, of Milend.

Cession of Pilchard atte Felde, Clerk.

Visitation of the Chapel of St. Helen.

Demise to Robert Mystelegh.
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Shelf.

Letters directed to tlie Bishop of London. D.c.

Transcripts of Letters Patent of Bishop of Ely and John, Duke

of Lancaster, for Custom not paid.

Release of Rent to be paid into Exchequer.

Oath of the Wardens of the Butchers.

Writ directed to Justices of Peace for allowance of liberties of

the Town,

Oath of Felons abjuring the Realm.

Names of the Felons who were condemned to be hung at the

Common HaU by the Baihffs and Coroners. [The entry itself is

lost, but the note in the Index is rather full,]

363. Penalty ordained on those of the twenty-four who do

not come at the hour assigned, 6d.

52. Pleas between the Abbot of St, Osith and Elias, son of

John, and Warin, sou of WiUiam, &c. 30th Edward III., 9th Roll.

53. Arrest of Geoffrey Story, Abbot of St. John, on certain

Articles of Treason against the King.

53. A certain controversy between the Town and the Abbey

of St. John in ancient times.

54. Appeal therein.

53, A certain presentment at the Law Hundred Court of the

Abbot of St, John for a certain gutter, in the time of Arnulph de

Mounteney and John de Tendriug, 13th Edward II.

54, Of the death of a Woman in Grenstede Park.

Of the death of a ]\Iau in the Abbej^ Sacristy,

Of the death of the Rector of Grenstede, who was found in the

Abbey Close opposite the door of the Esquire's Stables.

55, Indictment against the Felons who robbed the Refectory

and Dormitory of St, John's.

Presentment of Law Hundred Court of the same Abbey " for

divers usui-pations," &c,

47, Writ from the King to the Bailiffs for certain Injm-ies of

the Abbe3\

58, Pleas in the Exchequer between the Town and the Abbey

about the Office of Coroner, &c.

Inquisition taken on King's Writ before the Bailiffs for divers

usurpations by Abbey.
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This " Index " does not contain the Duel before mentioned, nor

the following and several other entries of importance :

—

82. Execution by burning of William Chyveling, Tailor, for

Heresy, 7th Henry VI.

83. Bill of Abbot of St. John's against BaiHffs and their

answer.

Burgesses in Parhament record Acts of that at Westminster,

1st Henry VII., and " Thes be the Gentlemen that be a Teynt."

Shelf.

3 Declarations under 5th and 6th Wilham IV., c. 76, 1835.

4 Ditto . ditto 1838 to 1850.

5 Ditto ditto 1838 to 1851.

6 Ditto ditto 1850 to 1863.

)5

11

11
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1

2

3

4

5

YII. MISCELLANEOUS.

Shelf.

Register of Apprenticesliip Indentures, 1767 to 1830. D,b

Contributions to tlie Poor. 24th Elizabeth

Original Poll Books, in one Parcel, for the following Elections : H.a,

9 for 1820, 4 for 1830, 8 for 1831, 7 for 1832, 8 for 1837.

Cartse Colcestrife. Transcripts of the Charters beautifully

made by Benjamin Strutt.

" Colchester MSS," A Collection of Notes of important

subjects, the first being on the Constitutions relating to the

Half-year Lands.

Page 1. Case about the Commons.

Page 4. Elections of 1706 and 1713, with full report of the

Contest before the Parliamentary Committees, &c.
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